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they must be for raising taxes. And my argu-
ment to them is, that would hurt the econ-
omy.

The best way for us to continue economic
growth is to have a pro-growth plan in place
and have fiscal discipline in Washington, DC.
I look forward to working with the members
of both parties to insist upon and implement
a package that is fiscally disciplined. And we
can do that, and I’m confident we can do
that.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:30 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Martha Sahagun de Fox, wife of
President Fox.

Remarks at the University of Toledo
in Toledo
September 6, 2001

Thank you all very much. Governor, thank
you very much. It’s a great honor to be back
in Ohio. Today I come bringing a special vis-
itor, un amigo de mio y tambien un amigo
de los Estados Unidos. It’s an honor to bring
a good friend of mine and a friend of our
country, President Vicente Fox, to Ohio. I
have the honor of introducing him. But be-
fore I do so, I wanted to introduce him to
Ohio.

Mr. President, Ohio is an extraordinary
State. It’s a State full of decent and compas-
sionate and hard-working people—Toledo.
Not all the wisdom exists in Washington, DC.
There’s a lot of wisdom in towns like Toledo,
Ohio. And it was my honor that the President
had accepted not only the invitation for the
first state dinner I had as your President, but
agreed to travel with me to the heartland.
So I want to thank you all for a warm wel-
come.

I want to thank so very much the leader-
ship of the University of Toledo and the stu-
dents who are here, the faculty that have
made this event possible. Thank you for your
hospitality. Mr. Mayor, thank you for your
hospitality, as well. It’s a thrill to be traveling
with members of the United States congres-
sional delegation, some of whom do what I
tell them to do—[laughter]—some of whom
are a little hard to persuade but all of whom
love America. And all of whom bring honor

to the office they hold. Thank you all very
much for coming with me today.

I’m very proud to be traveling with one
of my Cabinet Secretaries, a man who is
doing a fabulous job at HUD. His name is
Mel Martinez. When he was a young boy,
his mother and daddy put him on a boat—
I guess it was an airplane—to come to Amer-
ica from Cuba. They weren’t ever sure
whether they would see him again. They
were sure, however, they were sending him
to a place that loved freedom, a place where
you can be anything you want to be in Amer-
ica. Today, this good man is in the Cabinet.
It shows what a wonderful country we have
and shows what a great man Mel Martinez
is. Thank you for coming, Mel.

We’ve got distinguished members from
the Mexican delegation traveling with us.
We’ve got Ambassadors traveling with us.
And we’ve even got the Treasurer of the
United States traveling with us. My friend
Rosario Marin is now the Treasurer of this
great country. Please welcome her and all
of the members of the Mexican delegation,
as well.

We just had a really good visit in Wash-
ington. It was a commitment to friendship.
It’s important for my fellow Americans to un-
derstand my foreign policy, and it starts with
this: Good foreign policy says you want your
neighborhood to be peaceful and prosperous;
a good foreign policy starts with being friends
with your neighbors. We’re friends with our
neighbors to the North, and we’re very good
friends with our neighbors to the South, the
Mexicanos.

Friends hold each other with respect—
treat each other with respect and hold each
other in high esteem. And the speaker I’m
going to introduce is a man I hold in high
esteem. Friends are willing to have honest
dialog. And we’ve had a series of honest dia-
logs over the last 24 hours, had a frank dis-
cussion, but this isn’t our first discussion.
We’ve been discussing common opportuni-
ties and common problems for months. And
as a result, our relationship has never been
better and never been stronger.

I know there are some in this world and
our country who want to build walls between
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Mexico and the United States. I want to re-
mind people: Fearful people build walls; con-
fident people tear them down. And I’m con-
fident that a strong relationship—and I’m
confident that good neighbors and a strong
relationship is in our Nation’s best interests.
I’ve seen it firsthand. Trade between Mexico
and the United States has grown to a quarter
of a trillion dollars. That means jobs in the
United States, and as importantly, that means
jobs in Mexico.

There’s a lot of discussion about trade. I
can’t tell you how hopeful trade is and how
important it is. It’s not only important for
job-seeking Americans; it’s incredibly impor-
tant for Mexico to grow and to prosper, to
develop a middle class for people in Mexico
to be able to find work close to home.

Oh, I know there’s a lot of talk about Mexi-
can laborers coming to the United States. But
I want to remind my fellow citizens of this
fact: Family values do not stop at the Rio
Bravo. There are mothers and dads in Mex-
ico who love their children just as much as
mothers and dads in America do. And if there
are a mother or dad who can’t find work,
worried about food on the table, they’re
going to come and find work in America.

And what we want to do is to have a trad-
ing relationship that encourages job creation
in America but job creation in Mexico, as
well. We want Mexico to grow a middle class
so the citizens of Mexico can find work to
feed their families just like the citizens of
America can find work to feed their families.
We’re talking about migration issues. It’s a
complex subject, but one that this country
of ours must confront and have an open dia-
log about. And we’ve made good progress on
that important issue.

I want to tell you, President Fox is doing
everything in his power to fight crime and
drugs, and we’re cooperating with him. But
I also want to remind my fellow Americans,
it’s important to fight the supply of drugs.
But we have an obligation inside this country
to fight to reduce the demand for drugs, as
well. We need to tell our children: Don’t use
drugs; make the right choices in life. We’re
working hard on environmental issues on our
border. But our fellow citizens must under-
stand that there’s more than just economics

that is important or crime-fighting that’s im-
portant in our relationship with Mexico.

We share values with Mexico. They’re
common values, values that unite people,
whether they live in the United States or
whether they live in Mexico. And what are
those values? Faith, the strong value of faith
exists in our country. As a matter of fact, I
think it’s the strength of America in many
ways, and it exists in Mexico, as well. The
love of family—it’s incredibly important for
the future of our country. It’s a strong value
in the Mexican culture. The willingness to
work hard. America is known for our ability
to work hard. Think about the Mexican work-
er who walks 500 miles across a desert to
find work. Those are hard-working citizens.
We share that very important value of people
willing to roll up their sleeves and work hard.
No, we’ve got incredibly important relation-
ship. It starts with leaders being willing to
have open dialog.

We’ve got something in common, by the
way, that you probably haven’t thought
about. President Fox’s grandfather was raised
in Cincinnati, Ohio. My grandfather was
raised in Columbus, Ohio. I guess you could
kind of say we’re Ohioans, except it’s kind
of hard to tell by our accents. [Laughter]

Not only do we share background; we
share love for our respective countries. The
first trip I took to foreign soil was to
Guanajuato, Mexico, to visit President Fox
on his ranch. By the way, I kind of like going
to mine on occasion, too. And this is a man
deeply committed to his country. He loves
the people of Mexico. And I hope by now
there’s no question that I love the people
of America, as well. President Fox and I
share the desire to do what we think is right
for our countries. I think both of us are tired
of the policy driven by polls and focus
groups. I don’t need a poll and focus group
to tell me what to think and where to go,
and neither does he. We both are doing in
office what we said we would do. I told the
people, by the way, that if they gave me the
chance to be the President, the first thing
I would do is remember whose taxpayers’
money we’re talking about when we’re talk-
ing about budgets. The tax money up in
Washington, that’s not the Government’s
money; it is the people’s money. And I’m
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proud to report we’ve got the largest tax re-
lief package in a generation.

We both are dedicated to educating—to
making sure our children are educated.
President Fox shares the same passion I do
about good schools and good quality edu-
cation. He knows what I know, that an edu-
cated child is one much more likely to be
able to realize the dreams of our respective
countries. That’s why I’m hopeful Congress
will quit talking about an education bill, get
one out of conference committee, so I can
sign a good reform package to make sure
public education fulfills the promise of our
schools.

One of the things in Texas we like to say:
Here’s a good man. I hope that sums up how
I feel about our speaker and guest. This guy
is a good man, un buen hombre.

Ladies and gentlemen, please welcome el
Presidente de Republicano de Mexico,
Vicente Fox.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:31 p.m. in Savage
Hall. In his remarks, he referred to Mayor
Carleton S. Finkbeiner of Toledo; Gov. Bob Taft
of Ohio; and President Vicente Fox of Mexico.
The transcript released by the Office of the Press
Secretary also included the remarks of President
Fox.

Joint Statement Between the United
States of America and the United
Mexican States
September 6, 2001

The three-day State Visit of Mexican Presi-
dent Vicente Fox to the United States cele-
brates the special friendship and authentic
partnership that has been achieved by new
leadership in the United States and Mexico.

This first State Visit of the Bush Adminis-
tration highlights the mutual trust and re-
spect between our two Presidents and gov-
ernments. It also testifies to the unequaled
priority both Presidents attach to a practical
and cooperative approach to the common op-
portunities and challenges we face as the
well-being and prosperity of our peoples be-
comes increasingly intertwined in our shared
North American community. This results-
oriented approach, and the commitment to
shared responsibility and partnership under-

girding it, are already generating unprece-
dented levels of cooperation throughout our
rich and diverse relationship.

With trade and investment between the
United States and Mexico at record levels,
the Presidents took stock of the success of
NAFTA in bringing economic growth and
development, and with it higher wages, more
jobs, and lower prices for our citizens. They
stressed the need to abide by the provisions
of our free trade agreement and agreed to
the importance of vigorous measures to en-
sure that the full benefits of economic devel-
opment and trade are extended to all regions
of Mexico.

To serve urgent environmental priorities
in the border area, the Presidents agreed that
immediate measures were needed to
strengthen the performance of the North
American Development Bank (NADBank),
and its sister Border Environmental Co-
operation Commission (BECC), to identify
and fund environmental infrastructure
projects on the border. Presidents Bush and
Fox agreed that a binational working group—
which will consult with national legislatures,
border states, communities, and other stake-
holders—will develop joint recommenda-
tions and report back to the Presidents by
October 31, 2001.

The Presidents praised the success of ef-
forts to heighten cooperation on legal issues
as a major step toward enhancing the rule
of law and protecting public safety. They
highlighted growing cooperation against mi-
grant smuggling and other organized trans-
border crime, including a new agreement
signed September 5, 2001, on sharing for-
feited assets seized as a result of joint inves-
tigations. They praised in particular the
growing trust between our law enforcement
agencies that is making it possible to broaden
the scope of cooperation in this area. Presi-
dents Bush and Fox also expressed their sup-
port for new and more effective national and
multilateral measures to increase inter-
national cooperation against drug trafficking.
Specifically, they expressed support for the
Organization of American State’s ‘‘Multilat-
eral Evaluation Mechanism’’ as a promising
example of such measures. In this regard,
President Bush reiterated his Administra-
tion’s commitment to work with the U.S.


